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Flood Warning System - History
 History

 Modern Flood Warning System - Automated Local Evaluation in Real -Time (ALERT) network 

 The first ALERT rain gage installed near Big Sur in 1978 in response to a wildfire

 Your Board implemented a Flood Warning System for Sespe Creek in 1978

 Late 1980’s: All three of Ventura County major watersheds were covered by the ALERT system

 2000’s:  

 ALERT sites expanded to 148 rain and stream gages

 Your Board authorizes Watershed Protection to be the regional So Cal ALERT II grant 
administrator

 Ventura County ALERT II communication protocols nearly completed

 Stream flow modeling expanded with model updates every 2 hours

 Ventura County received two Flood Warning System Operational Excellence Awards in 
2017 and 2018



Flood Warning System 

• Ventura Beach RV Resort Story

VCPWA-WP
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Rain Gauge at 
‘Last Chance’

Rain/Weather Gauge 
south of ‘Lockwood Valley’



Slide 6

‘Sandstone’ Signal Repeater 
Replacement – Santa Monica Mtns
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Stream Flow Radar Gauge  
Santa Clara River at Victoria



Operational Excellence Award 



Modernized Flood Warning System Interface



Modernized Flood Warning System - Rainfall



Modernized Flood Warning System - Rainfall

Mobile Display QR Code for Rainfall Map
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Modernized Flood Warning System – Stream Flow  



2022 Flood 

Preparedness 

Week:  

October 22-29



Questions & Answers


